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Sm ARTHT'R CONANT DOYI.E cre¬
ated "Sherlock Hilmes," prince of
modern ue..ect!ves. and thrilled the
fiction-reading and excitement-lov¬
ing world.

"What nn ingenious Imagination!" was

the exclamation of the millions who had fol¬
lowed the adventures of the masterful
sleuth.
"What a fund of fancy, but bow thor¬

oughly logical withal!" they cried.
Now "Sherlock Holmes ' is n- longer a

creature built of the stuff "that dreams
are made of." He Is no longer merely the
stage conception of his dramatic friend,
William Gillette. He Is a real »ive man.
And his name is Sir Arthur Conan Doyle.

Thereby hangs a story that has stirred all
England and sent Its echoes far across the
distant seas.
Even as his own hero worked many times

In fiction just for the glory of clearing a
man's name of J shonor and righting the
wro: gs of the oppressed, so Sir Arthur has
labored in the interests of Justice, without
reward save the knowledge that his deed
¦was good, and he has triumphed in two
particulars.
He has cleared a man unju tly accused.

cleared him at least in the eyes of the
world, if not completely in the legal sense,
and
He has gained, through his efforts, the

right to he called the original "Air. Sher¬
lock Holmes of Baker street."
Tardily enough, but none the less emphat¬

ically, hard-headed British Justice has in¬
dorsed his work, for within a few days the
authorities with whom the author worked
for v .trs to clear his much-wronged client
haw ionsfnted to arrest another man ac¬
cused .if the crime, am" have admitted that
they blundered badly l*i the first instance.
This la how it all came about:

Startled the Nation.
In the early part of 1SKX1 all Kngland was

)YLE who VHOVEV hinaelf
ck Holmes in edalji Case
startled by a series of fiendish crimes In the
country about Great Wyrley, district of
Staffordshire. Cattle and horses belonging
to farmers and "country gentlemen" living
In that picturesque part of the island were
found by their owners shockingly maimed.
Horses, cows and sheep were slashed with
knives or stabbed and left lying In field or
stable. Many of the beasts were not fatallyhurt. Indicating that the "slasher's" soledesire was to Inflict pa nful wounds on thedumb brutes. He would visit one or twofarm houses in one locality on the sameevening, and the next time he would beheard from many miles away from the
scene of the previous outrage.To many it seemed like the work of alunatic, but the stolid, unimaginative land
owners decided that It wa3 some one try¬ing to wreak vengeance for a fancied
wrong. But so silently and so swiftly didthe fiend work that the local police couldfind no clue to his identity.Finally anonymous letter? began to ar¬rive at houses In Great Wyrley.lettersthreatening fresh outrages, and the cattleslashing was repeated. Many of the land
owners got these letters and turned them
over to the police, but still the authoritiescould find no clue.
Among the persons who received lettersat this time and turned them over to thepolice was George Kdalji, son of a Churchof England clergyman, who was vtcar ofGreat Wyrley. The elder Edalji was aParsee, who had been educated in England,and had become Christianized. The son

was a studious youth, who had studied lawafter a university course, and had obtainedadmission to the bar.

Miscarriage of Justice.
Either because of racial prejudices against

him. or because the police in their feverish
desire to run down the criminal, grasped
at any straw, the authorities determir<'l
to arrest George Edalji, because they
fancied they detected a resemblance be¬
tween his handwriting and that of the
anonymous letter writer. They assertedthat he had maimed his neighbors' cattle

because of fancied insults, and that hp had
written the anonymous letters and h.id in¬
cluded himself in the list of those threat¬
ened to avert suspicion.
In vain the young man protested his Inno¬

cence, and In vain his father, the vicar,
swore that his son was In his own home
on the nights when the outrages were com¬
mitted. Public sentiment was against
Edalji; he was convicted and sentenced to
seven years in prison.
Meanwhile there were many who believed

that Edalji was the victim of a miscar¬
riage of justice, and among these was Sir
Arthur Conan Doyle. The more he thought
of the peculiar circumstances the more
he felt convinced that Edalji was not the
real culprit. One day he made up his mind
to go to Wolverhampton, where the young
man was imprisoned, and Hke his hero,
Holmes, he acted on the spur of the mo¬
ment, hurried to an exor«gs, and was soon
on the scene of action.
Bringing to bear the famous "Holmes

system of deduction," Sir Arthur went to
wo-k on the case with an er.ergy that would
have thrilled his hero's Boswell. "Dr. Wat¬
son." It wasn't long before he had some¬

thing to work on, and presently he knew
that Edalji could not have committed the
crimes with w^iich he was charged. It was
a perfectly simple yet apparently conclu¬
sive point.

Meaning of His Discovery.
At his first meeting with Edalji the lat¬

ter peered at him steadfastly as though
trying to see through a fog, and when
Sir Arthur extended his hand the young
man g-oped for a moment in the air before
he could grip the novelist's fingers.
"Near-sighted," said the real "Sherlock

Holmes;" "almost blind."
And. such was the case. Edalji had been

a close student all his days, and he did not
realize that his eyes, never naturally
strong, were growing weaker and weaker.
Sir Arthur, himself a physician, ordered
spectacles for his protege. Then, as he
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thought It over, he realized what his dis¬
covery meant.
How could a man who was almost sight¬less, to whom the world appeared as in a

mlstr steal across moor, bog and field on
the darkest nights, creep up upon horses in
the pasture, or find his way into a stable,
si .sli the animals after the manner of the
Great Wyrley fiend, r.nd then steal noise-
lfc*ely away Into the dark? How could such
ft man find his way over streams and
pitches without a slip or a false step to 1 e-
iray l.'.m?

If Sir Arthur had any doubt of his client's
Innocence, this development removed the
las I. trace of it.
Then began the battle between the real

"Sherlock Holmes" and his theories, e-1
the stern law which called for facts as
lo 'y and as insistently as ever did Mr.
Gradgi. There were sneers for S.r Ar¬
thur; he was calle<" "dreamer," "idle theo¬
rist," and even "crank." The secretary of
state for home affairs, before whom he
carried tl.e case, snubbtd the author-de¬
tective, and other government officials fol¬
lowed suit.
But Sir Arth had mveh of the public

with him, and so great became the popular
clamor that after Kdalji had served three
years, the home secretary, Mr. Herbert
Gladstone, announced that the crown
would "pardon" the young man. So EdalJI
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C - out of prison with a pardon, but not a
vindication; he was free, but he could ob¬
tain no satisfaction for the years he had
sp'-nt In Jail.

Slasher Again at Work.
Edaljl, with Sir Arthur's ftiu, then began

a fight to clear .its name and recover

damages for false Imprisonment. But the
government was obdurate. A pardon"
was all Edaljl could get.
Then, like a thunderbolt from a clear

sky, came the news that the Great
Wyrley "slasher" was at work again. And
this time Edaljl was a hundred miles away
at the hour the outrages were committed.
Sir Arthur had prophesied when he was
arguing with the government that the
"slasher" would return, and that Edaljl
would then have an absolute alibi. Time
had vindicated his client.
At last the officials made an arrest of a

suspect at Wolverhampton. There wasn't
anything very Important about this arrest
Itself, for the prisoner Is not supposed to
be the man wanted, and Sir . rthur has a

theory that r^'its a vastly different way.
But it did y' absolutely that the police
were ready i init that Edaljl had been
wrongfully aeeused, and that Sir Arthur
waa right In his protestations of his client'a
Innocence.
That Edaljl will get the compensation he

seeks for false Imprisonment and full res¬
toration of his rights no one doubts.
Meanwhile Sir Arthur may prevail upon
his friend, Dr. Watson, to tell another
.tory of the real "Sherlock Holmes."
In an interview the other day on the

Edaljl case. Sir Arthur said:

Undoubtedly a Madman.
"There Is no doubt In my mind that the

crimes of 1903 and 1907 were committed by
the same man. When at Great Wyriley,
where, by the way, nobody knew me, I
traced back the history of the whole miser¬
able business to personal vengeance. For
reasons which I need not go Into there
were twa brothers who hated Edaljl like
poison. One of them is now dead; the
other, who Is still alive, appears to me,
speaking as a medical man, to be a type of
the malignant degenerate.
"He undoubtedly is a madman. His par¬

ticular mania might ba called cruelty to
animals. It is a sort of blood lust, and well
known to students of the psychology of
crime. It can be seen frequently in chil¬
dren who do fiendish things to animals and
birds."
Should the Wolverhampton suspect prove

his Innocence, It Is quite likely that the
police, now thoroughly humbled, will seek
out Sir Arthur and take up his once de¬
spised theory of the madman, even as they
indorsed his efforts by deciding to make
the first arrest.
They are telling stories now In England

about Sir Arthur's early ability as a de¬
tective. I^ong beiore he brought ;> out
"Sherlock Holmes" he met a man at his
tailor's who was buying a suit of clothes,
and seemed to have a strong objection to
any material with a stripe in it.
Sir Arthur at once set the man down as

an ex-criminal, and. to satisfy himself as

to how far his deduction was correct, he
determined to try to trace the man's his¬
tory. This was by no means an easy mat¬
ter, but some months afterward, chancing
to visit a convict prison, lie saw the man's
portrait In the rogues' gallery.

SHANGHAIED, SHIPWRECKED AND CAST AWAY ON JUAN FERNANDEZ ISLAND
A man who follows the sea,"

said Chief Yoenian Myers of
the navy, "leads a fascinat¬
ing life, but at times, as In

up against the real old thing.
"Did I ever tell you of the time that 1

was shanghaied on a whaler? No? Walt
until I get this old pipe going.seems like
I can talk better when I'm smoking.

"1 had been serving on the south Pacific,
and my term of enlistment having expired
1 took my discharge at Valparaiso, Chile.
1 had been knocking about the town for a

week or so. and was getting tired of sho.e
life, kind of homesick for the ship. I guess.
One evening 1 took a walk down on the
water front.ever been on the water front
at Valparaiso after dark? No? Well, !f
you ever go there you want to keep your
eye peeled.
"Having nothing better to do, I was stroll¬

ing along thinking of my last ship and won¬

dering where bhe was, half wishing I was

back on hoard of her. I noticed a couplc of
suspicions looking charai ters come out of
one of the numerous rum shops that line
the front, but paid no particular attention
to thein until I heard one of them say.
'That's the fellow,' and before 1 knew what
they meant I got a clip en the head that
put nie completely out of business.
"When 1 came to I heard a gruff vo'ce

. ailing, 'Bear a hand there; get a move oa

jours-lf; you've played gent long enough;
get on deck.'
"Silling up I fetched my head an awful

whack on a beam overhead. Looking
around I found myself In tf'.e top bunk of
one of the dirtiest, most evil smelling
forecastles 1 had ever seen. Through tha
dim light from a dirty, smoky, hanging
lamp 1 could see ttiat 1 was In one of a

number of bui ks. The de; k overhead and
Aje b<ams were dirty and covered with
«i)ok<-. The floor was strewn with chest3,
coxes, boots and dirty oil skins. The smell
was horrible. Again I heard that Voic».
Vornr, tumble out there, no more skulking
below for you. m'hearty. Hustle out o'
this or I'll lend you a hand.'
"My temple throbbed, the pain was some¬

thing terrible. When X tried to move the
light danced before my eyes and 1 almost
fainted. Scarcely knowing what I did. 1
tumbled out of the bunk and staggered
toward the ladder. 1 scrambled up. and
as 1 poked my head through the compan¬
ion way and looked around 1 knew 1 was
on a whaler. The number of boats, the
cranes, the slovenly look of the rigging and
sails, her short topgallant masts, the rig¬
ging sla-:'i and weather worn.she had not
been tarred down for ages.clumsy sallcr-
ing aud lubberly looking sphecs were in
evidence.

"The captain was a down-eastcr. with
big, bushy whiskers and a clean shaven
uprer lip. His uniform consisted of hip
boots, a red sweater and an old sou-wester
stuck on the back of his head. He was no
beauty, and the crew looked more like a
hunt.h of hay-makers than sailors. Noth¬
ing about the decks was ship-shape, nor in
place. The deck Itself was dirty, oily and
cut by the chimes of casks. 1 looked around
and turned sick at heart as I realized what
was before me. 1 looked to seaward; tfce

other walks of life, he goes

*
. *

Yeoman Myers, U. S. N., Tells of Strange Adventure That Befell Him at

Valparaiso .Sole Survivor From Wreck of
Whaler Off Crusoe's Isle.

sky liad a peculiar look.cold and angry
like.and there was an ugly sea on. I
knew we were In for a blow.
"I Judged rightly. It seemed but an In¬

stant before It was upon us. As the gale
struck the ship she almost went on her
b^am-ends, rigging and spars snapping and
cracking, every line as taut as a fiddle. The
lee rai> buried In a smother of foam.

.' l^ay aloft there, ye lubbers,' bellowed
the captain, 'and get that canvas In.'
"The crew In the meanwhile, like a lot

of sheep, was huddled In the lee of the
galley or cook house that stood a'mid-
ships, just abaft the break of the short
topgallant forecastle.
" 'L"p you go.drive 'em up, Mr. Mate;

drive 'em up."
"The mate rushed among them, and I

truly felt sorry for them, but I didn't wait
for a second invitation.I didn't want a

dose of the same medicine, and along wi'.h
another young fellow scrambled aloft.
"We were under single reefed lower top¬

sails. We reached the top-sails and worked
and work-jd our way out on the weather
yardarm. The yard was clewed down, the
halliards all gone. We fisted the sail.it had
a long head and a short leaoh like moct
whalers have, making it muclr harder for
us. The sail was as stiff as a board, bi:t
by beating and hammering, hauling and
pulling, we finally got It furled, the w'nd
in the meantime blowing so hard as to
almost nail us to the yard. By the time
I reached the deck I was almost exhaust¬
ed, buf the mate would give us no rest.
" 'Out there and furl those head sails,' ne

howled almost before v.e struck the deck.
"To go out on the jib-boom meant al¬

most certain death, but we struggled out.
We were under water more often thn.n
above it. They had slacked off the head
sheets and manned t"ie down-hauls. The
sails filled with wind and bellied out as the
ship would sink down in the trough of the
sea, and I thought it would jerk the boom
out of h?r. We had just gottin well out
on the boom when the sails filled wit:i
wind, the ship gave a mighty plunge, and
away went the canvas, blown clean out
of the bolt repes. Tons of water poured
down on us, and I thought my last moment
had come, so clung on with desperation.
As she came up we hastened inboard,
and none too soon, as she took another,
even worse than the

% first, which carried
away all the head gear and the fore top¬
mast with It. Another plunge, wl'h a
heavy roll to leeward, and the mainmast
went by the board.

*
* *

"The crew, with the exccpjion of the
captain, mates, boatsteerers.-who, like my¬
self, were old sailors.were panic-stricken.
I seised an ax and with the mates star ed
to clear away the wreckage. The falling
masts had carried away th« lee rail, and It
was but the work of a tmw momenta to
cut away the spara and Vet 'am drift

astern.but say, that old hooker was a

total wreck. The seas would board us

with every roll, and wash her from stem to
stern. The boats which had been secured
In the chocks amidships were smashed to
smithereens. The quarter boats on tue
davits were to all appearances In good
condition, but it was worse than useless to

tttempt to lower them.
"To make matters worse, when soundings

were taken we found that the . old tub
had sprung a leak, so It was ail hands to

the pumps. It was heart-breaking work
trying to keep that rotten old hulk atlo-t.
We pumped and pumped, but it was no use.

The water steadily gained on us, and I
saw that It was only a matter of a few
hours until she foundered. The captain su-v
that our efforts were useless, and he or¬

dered us aft to clear away the quarter
boats. It was a desperate chance.
"W« lowered the weather boat first. She

was safely in the water, but before she
could get clear a huge sea broke over her,
'and she was dashed against the ship's side
and crushed like an egg shell. The bal¬
ance of us had clambered into the lee boat
and by hard work managed to get her clear
of the ship, and only Just In time. We
were hardly at a safe distance when in

immense sea boarded the ship, her stern
rose high out of the water, took a down¬
ward plunge, and down she went, stern
first.

* .

* *

"The boat was overladen and we found
our condition terrible. The seas broke
over us continually. We made a grating
fast to the boat's painter and hove it over
the side. It acted as a sea anchor, and
kept her head up to the sea, but still t
requiring constant baling to keep our frail
craft atloat. Night settled down and our
condition was even worse. S'.eep was out
of the question, and we felt vastly re¬
lieved as we saw the first sign of dawn.
During the nirht the wind had moderated
somewhat, and the sea had gone down con¬
siderably.
"At daybreak we saw the loom of land

In the distance. We dragged in the grat¬
ing and headed for the island, as it proved
to be. It was late in the afternoon before
wc reached it. The sea was running so
high that it was madness to attempt a
landing, but we skirted the island, and,
coming to a small cove, or bay, the captain
decided to make the trial; anything was
better than another night in the open boat.
We had almost succeeded in making the
beach when a big sea came rushing toward
us. Before we could get the boat head
on It fcroke over us, the boat capsized, and
wo were all thrown Into the water. My
head struok a projecting rock, sight and
sound were merged Into utter darkness,
and I thought the end had come.

* '

* *
"When I came to myself I was lying hi*1j

on the sandy beach. The wind and aea

0

had died down. The surface of the bay
was like a mil! pond. I endeavored to ;et
on my feet, but a sitting posture was all
I was equal to. It was well along In the
day. The sun glistening on the water
blinded me and a dizziness came over me.

I closed my eyes and fell back unconscious.
"It was during the night some time that

I regained my senses. My tongue was

parched and swollen. I must have water.
I staggered to my feet and started inland.
After a short walk I heard the sound of
trickling water.say, that was the sweetest
music I ever heard in niy life. I rushed
forward and threw myself into a stream of
the most delicious water I ever tasted. I
drank until nearly bursting. I plunged my
head in up to my neck, then I lay down
and rolled in it. I just couldn't get enough.
I crawled out and stretched myself on the
grass alongside the brook and passed oft
into that sleep which only total exhaus¬
tion can produce.
"When I awakened it was broad day, and

my first thought was of my companions.
I went down to the beach to look for them,
but no sign of boat or men could I see,
and I reaMzed that I was the only one of
that entire ship's company that had sur¬

vived.
My next thought was of food. In the

distance I saw what looked like a small
hut. I walked to it and a curious sight
met my gaze. It was a small cavern, the
front boarded over with rough weather-
beaten boards, and cut deep into one if
them were the words, 'Here lived Crusoe.'
"I rubbed my eyes and looked again.

There it was beyond a doubt. I was cast
away on the Island of Juan Fernandez,
the home of Alexander Selkirk, the Robin¬
son Crusoe of fiction. I entered the cav¬
ern. Driven in the walls were a number
of pegs or wooden pins. Around one side
was arranged a rude couch or bench.
"I left the hut and started to explore

the island. Of fresh water there was an
abundance. One stream of considerable siu
In about the center of the islaild came
down from the mountains, forming numn~-
ous waterfalls and cascades of great beau¬
ty. Along the beach grew the tall cocoa

palms, and I found a number of wild
quince and peach trees. The eastern slope
of the mountain was covt!*e*l with a dense
growth of wile* oats. I knew' ? would not
suffer from the lack of food. I had never
seen such beautiful ferns and grasses, and
the trees were alive wttfp biftta of thf
most beautiful plumage. I Jcrdefed the is¬
land to tie about fourteen miles lone and
about five or six wide. I knew It to be
located in about 33 degrees south latitude
and some 300 miles off the coast of Chile.
The Island Is mountainous, and I deter¬
mined to climb to the highest point The
slopes of the mountains were covered with
a dense growth of timber and tall grasses.

*
» *

"I gathered some fruit and started for
the top. High up I found 'Selkirk'* Look-

out' and the tablet erected by the British
government to his memory. I forget now

the exact wording on the tablet, but re¬

member that It was erected to the memory
of Alexander Selkirk, mariner, who spent
four years in complete solitude on the s-

land. The location afforded me a view of
the sea for miles around, but X saw no

signs of a passing ship. Tired out with
my day's tramping, I returned to the hut
and prepared for the night. Before turning
in I collected a large quantity of £rush,
driftwood and the like.having carried my
matches In an oilskin bag they were In
good condition.and made a beacon, or
fire. I put on enough wood to burn
throughout the night, entered the hut,
stratched myself out on the bench and
was almost Instantly asleep.
"In the morning I replenished my fire

ar.d putting on a quantity of green
branches and moldy and damp wood made
a great smoke; then I started for the look¬
out. I was determined that no ship should
pass me if I could prevent It. In coming
down the mountain that afternoon I discov¬
ered dug in the foothills great caverns or
tunnels, and I remembered that this island
had been used as a penal colony by the
Spanish. These tunnels were no doubt
where the convicts had been confined by
night. It is said that they finally re¬
volted, killing the entire garrison. I was
satisfied that I was the only human being
on the island, and as the thought of Sel¬
kirk came to my mind I wondered if I, too,
were doomed to three or four years' soli¬
tude, and the thought was by no means
pleasant.
"louring the day I found an old piece of

wire on the beach. The waters In tho
vicinity of the Island were alive with fish.
I took my wire, made a rude hook, and in
a short time landed a fine fish. Night came
once more, and I rebuilt my fire. This
program I kept up for a week or more,when one morning I was overjoyed to see
a small schooner in the offing.
"1 rushed down to the beach, and a^ a

small boat put off from her It was all I
could do to keep from Jumping into the
sea and swimming to meet her. The schoon¬
er proved to be & trader. Bhe had been
down among the islands and was on ">er
way to San Francisco, having called 1-.
at Juan Fernandez for water. I told her
captain my story, and he gave me passageto 'Frisco. Ab soon as I got to San Fran¬
cisco I re-enlisted in the navy, and I tell
you after that little experience it's the navyfor me. No, slree, no more whalers in
mine," and the yeoman knocked the ashes
from his pipe and turned to another appli¬cant for enlistment who at that momententered the office.
The inscription on the Selkirk tablet seen

by Chief Yeoman Myers Is as follows:
"In memory of Alexander Selkirk, mari¬

ner, a native of Largo, In the county of
Fife, Scotland, who lived on this Island in
complete solitude for four years and
four months. He was landed from the
KJinque Porta' gallery, ninety-six tons,
eighteen guns, A. D. 1704, and was taken
off in the 'Duke,' privateer, 12th February,
1708. He died lieutenant of H. M. S.
¦Weymouth,' A. D. 1723, aged forty-seven.
This tablet is erected near Selkirk's look¬
out by Commodore Powell and the officers
Of H. M. 8. TopaV A. D. 1868."

IS LIFE ELECTRICITY?
WASHINGTON SCIENTIST MAKES
RESEARCHES INTO VITAL FORCE.

New Society to Investigate Relation
ship of Organic Electricity and

the Problem of Life.

".Advanced age will be a commonplace. I
Tnyself propose to liVe as Ions: as I please."
The speaker made his astonishing declara¬

tion with no Wravado, but with an air of
calmness and sane conviction. He was. he
said, a student of Andrew McConnell's, a
scientist of Washington.
"Life." he continued, "Is electricity. With

the discoveries which McConnell is making
there will now be an exact sci'ence of health;
chronic diseases will vanish from the earth;
mind development will be systematlcaliy
cuVtlvated, and all the so-called miracles of
the magnetic healers, the faith cure special¬
ists, mental scientists, Christian scientists,
and so on, which have astonished and mys¬
tified and scandalized the world, will be
seen to have a simple scientific basis. Frank¬
lin's kite experiments established the rela¬
tionship of lightning and electricity and the
phenomenal applications of electrical dis¬
coveries in these days by Edison, Bell and
Marconi, in lights, phonographs, telephones
and wireless telegraphy have prepared the
world for wonders. McConnell has only
gone a step further and opened the realm
of organic electricity which gets down to an
interpretation of life itself and make-i plain
the phychlc mysteries of telepathy, thought
transference, suggestive healing and the
prolongation of life itself."
The claims of Andraw McConnell's stu¬

dent are so astonishing that the reporter
who called on the scientist was prepared to
find some visionary If not an absolute
scheming charlatan. The fact l.s Andrew
McConnell is a quiet, unpretentious and un¬
worldly scholar, who has for some years
been making researches Into what he calls
life force, or organic electricity. For two
years he has been making experiments
quietly In a southern community and lately
has been carrying on In Washington a se¬
ries of tests in the influence of his new
organic electricity In stimulating vital
force. Much attention is being attracted to
these experiments, and particularly signi¬
ficant is the Interest being manifested by
the corps of scientists at the Smithsonian
Institution.

To Aid Research.
A society,of local scientists Is being or¬

ganized under McConnell among the lead¬
ing Investigators In various government
laboratories to make researches into the
laws governing electricity and life, as the
tests which have been made establish the
fact that the Investigator Is able scientifi¬
cally to perform the various cures which
are claimed to be performed miraculously
by Christian Scientists and others. The
stated objects of the organization are to
Investigate the laws of organic electricity,
with the threefold view of overcoming
chronic disease, increasing mind power and
lengthening life.

^ Life Is Electricity.
Mr. McConnell himself Is convinced that

life Itself Is electricity. He says:
"We have conclusive proofs that life is

electricity. We do not take up the ques¬
tion of the Immortal soul, but simply prove
that the physical basis of life and intelli¬
gence Is electricity.
"In 1775, Galvanl, an Italian scientist,

found by accidentally bringing a dead frog's
legs close to an electrical machine that
the electric current made the muscles of
the dead frog contract and klcl* as If alive.
This proved that electricity can produce
muscular action.
"In 1828 another scientist, Noblll, put a

live frog on the circuit of a Galvonmeter.
the instrument that Is used to detect and
measure an electric current. The live frog
deflected the needle 4 degraes. This proved
there is electricity in animal life and is the
energy that moves ail living things.
"The researches of Matteucclo and E. Du-

Bois Reymond proved conclusively that
muscular action is due to electricity. One
experiment was to grasp a stick with one
hand while the Galvonmeter was connected
with the muscles of each arm. When the
right hand grasped firmly the stick, tensing
the muscles of the forearm, the Galvon¬
meter showed a strong current In the right
arm muscles and none in the left arm wTlich
was lax. Then It was reversed, tensing
the left arm muscles. The Galvonmeter
showed a strong current In the miiscles of
the left arm, while the current subsided
in the right arm muscles. It was found
that all electricity left the body at death.
This is conclusive proof that muscular ac-
tlon is due to electricity generated in the
body.
"All know that the electric eel and tor¬

pedo fish can send out at will an electric
shock strong enough to Jtlil another fish
and to shock a horse senseless. Scientists
have measured the electric shock of tha
electric eel of the South American rivers
and It averages one-tenth of a horsepower.
These eels have been dissected and the or¬
gans producing the electricity were found*
to be knots of simple muscles and nerves
similar to the muscles and nerves of h11
animal life. This proves that electricity
can be produced by living organisms and is
another conclusive proof that vitality Is
electricity.
"In 1870 Fritsch and Hltzlg were trying

to find, If, as phrenologists claim, the brain
acts from departments or acts as a whole.
They proved that faculties have separate
location in the brain by opening to the
brain of a dog and touching an electric cur¬
rent to different portions. This current pro¬
duced movements In different parts of the
body, showing that certain portions of the
brain furnish the power to move certain
organs, etc. This proved, without their no¬
ticing It. that electricity In the brain can
move the muscles, taking the place of life
vitality.
"Through these five experiments we have

absolutely conclusive proof that muscular
action in all life is from electricity gener¬
ated in the body."

Body a Voltaic Battery.
Mr. McConnell, with the usual modesty

of the scientist, does not cia'in to have
made any great discovery himself, but says
that he has rath?r summarized the discov¬
eries of others and applied them. He is con¬
vinced that every vital process generates
electricity, and recalling that every chemi¬
cal change liberates energy, he regards the
process o:' digestion as a chemical rather
than a mechanical change, and argues that
digestion produces electricity. Dr. Priestly
as early as 1777 showed breathing to be a

chemical change, and McConnell, extending
the argument, shows that all the micro¬
scopic cells of which a living organism is
composed are constantly undergoing chemi¬
cal change, and that these billions of cells,
whose life depends upon the continuous
chemical change, give back the larger part
of the body vitality.
"What we call vitality," says the scien¬

tist, "is the electricity that coin's from ali
chemical changes. The fact is the whole
body Is a voltaic battery, and generates
electricity on the identical principle us the
electricity is generated for commercial
uses."
When asked what he regarded as the

new and significant phase of his discov¬
eries. Mr. McConnell said:

No Chronic Disease.
"Men overwork, worry and dissipate till

the vital forces are brought below the nor¬

mal, with not enough power to run the vital
organs and do the usual work. One quits
work and sends for a doctor. The doctor
gives him stimulating drugs which arouse
the low reserve forces into a frenzy of ac¬
tion. The drugs arouse and use the vital
forces, but do not create more. The reac¬
tion makes one weaker. It Is like whipping
a horse. It arouses Ills reserve forces, uses
them up quickly, but does not create more.
Whipping beyond the normal strength will
soon kill a horse, and taking medicine stim¬
ulation continually will make an Incurable
Invalid of every person who does it. There
can be no other result. This is why medi¬
cine cannot cure chronic invalids. The only
scientific way Is to learn how to Increase
the production of the vital forces Just as
an engineer knows how to increase the pro¬
duction of the engine power.
"All know that vitality, or nature, as the

doctors call the life forces. Is the only cura¬
tive, strengthening and rebuilding agent of
the body. If we learn how rapidly to In¬
crease the production of this life power we
can overcome any chronic and medically
Incurable disease. Plenty of vital power In¬
creases the action of the heart and circu¬
lates the blood to all parts of the body.

Plenty of vital power Increase* the actionof the lungs and gets more oxygon for th»blood. Plenty of power Increases the ac¬
tion, mechanical and chemical, in the stom¬ach and digests more food. Plenty of
power gives more to the liver, which in¬
creases its action and rids the body of the
poisoning waste. More power increases
every vital process, gives plenty power for
the muscles for our work and plenty for
the mind In our thinking. Plenty of vital
power will thus normalize all parts of the
body and give that mastery and Joy of
bounding health.
"It is estimated that an average man con.

sumes some 3,000 calories of vital force a
day. If some day he produce but 1.000 heis ill. If he continues to produce but a
part of what he needs he remains a 'hron-ic Invalid. All there Is to health is keep ngthis vita! power up to the normal.
"Finding the motor forces of life to heelectric energy, the n»xt problem is to findhow this life ele.-tricity is chemical'.> pro¬duced. From this 1 have found w.i\s rap¬idly to increase the production of the lifo

power without drug or electrical apparatus.how one can himself Increase the electric
production of his l)0(Jy battery, r.y teach¬
ing one the laws of the life forces from an
electric standpoint, how to increase and
control them. I find an Invalid can cure
himself in a few days. There should lit
future be no chronic diseases."

To Explode Superstitions.
Reminding Mr. McConnell of some of the

claims of the student that the miracles of
the healers could be explained upon an
electrical basis, he smiled and said: "I have
not been wining that anything be said on
that line. There is much still to Investigate,
but once the vital force is proved to be
electricity, the principle has an unlimited
application. As the vital forces vary the
inind varies, and a way to Increase vital
force would Increase the mind power.Thought becomes lndlssulubly connectedwith vital electric currents. Electricity
passes through space on ether waves, as
proven in the wireless telegraph. This ex¬
plains the uncanny psychic mysteries, te¬
lepathy, mind reading, clairvoyance and all
the mysteries of the ages arising from in¬
telligence being communicated to a distance.
It is possible with sufficient mind receptiv¬
ity and sufficient mind unity to develop sub¬
conscious telepathy into a conscious electrio
talking, where the human brain takes the
place of the receiver and transmitter of the
Marconi wireless telegrapl . Proving mind
power to be electricity, and as electricity
controls the vital life processes, makes sci¬
entific explanation of miracles, divine heal¬
ing, mental suggestion, magnetic healing.Christian science, and all other- lines of
faith healing The power that Is spreadingChristian science, based upon the absurdity
that there Is no pain and no matter, Is the
fact that they cure diseases that medicine
cannot effect. If we prove that material
science can cure In a few days these med¬
ically incurable diseases, we will take the
dynamic power out of Christian science."

An Undiscovered Continent.
Just how the patient or studi t is enabled

to increase his o n vital force and develop
greater mental energy by taking advantage
of his organic electricity, Mr. McConnell
did not explain, but the reporter Inter¬
viewed several of the men and women upon
whom the experiments have been tried, and
unanimously they testify ta the Immediate
electrical energizing of his method. One
case particularly Impressive Is that of Dr.
W. H. Ashmead, a member of the Cosmos
Club, and assistant curator of the Smith¬
sonian, one of the leading Ichthyologists in
the world, who has completely overcome a
severe attack of nervous prostration by life-
electricity methods.
Mr. McConnell is writing a book to eluci¬

date his theories.
"If we have," he says, "been able to turn

waterfalls into electric suns, making per¬
petual daylight in our cities; If we have
harnessed the lightning into a Hermes-mes¬
senger who can encircle the globe while an
ancient courier was crossing the street; If
through the telephone we can talk a thou¬
sand miles and hear a friend's familiar
voice, surpassing the wildest dreams of
the Arabian Nights;' if through the wire¬
less ether we talk across S.U00 miles of
ocean, doing what other ages would not
have dared dream any but God could do:
if we have done all these miracles through
the power that resides In dead matter,
what wonders can we not accomplish when
we have as thoroughly developed the higher
energies that reside in all living forms?
Here is the undiscovered continent of sci¬
ence."

BROKE COALING RECORD.

Crew of the Battleship Virginia Do
Some Tall Loading.

RICHMOND, Va.. October 5.-The I'nfted
States battleship Virginia, which has ar¬

rived at the Norfolk navy yard for repairs
before proceeding with the fleet to the Pa-

I clflc coast, broke all previous records in
! the American navy In coaling at s^a from
colliers dur'ng recent maneuvers off the
Massachusetts coast. While sister ships
were loading from colliers only an average
of ISO tons of coal per hour, the Virginia's
crew x^ached 233 tons per hour under or¬
dinary conditions In coal load ng from col¬
liers.
The Virginia, too. camc third in target

practice, a new record for a brand-new
ship, beating her s ster ship, the New Jer¬
sey, 100 per cent.

HITCH OVER STEEL RAILS.

Manufacture of a Perfect Rail Denied
by Railway Men.

NEW YORK, October 5..There Is said to
be a hitch in the negotiations now in
progress looking to the manufacture of a

perfect steel rail, because the steel rail
manufacturers assert they cannot make the
rail demanded by the committee of the
American Association.

It is In the chemical composition of the
steel that the railway men and the steel
makers cannot agree. The railway com¬
mittee wants a rail low in prosphorus and
high In carbon, with a quarter of the
molten mass at the top of the Ingot cut off
as a "discard."
Further meetings on the subject are to

be held, but It Is expected that when E.
H. Gary calls the general meeting of rail¬
way and steel manufacturers together
there will be two presented.

UNCLE SAM S BUFFALO HERD.

Will Be Sent Soon to 8,000-Acre
Ranch in Oklahoma.

NEW YORK, October 5..Frank Rush,
the western cowboy naturalist, is expected
here today to take charge of the herd of
buffalo at the New York Zoological Gar¬
dens, which will be sent to the Wlciilta na¬
tional forest in Oklahoma and kept in an

8,000-acre park which is In readiness for
them.
Congress Included in the agricultural ap¬

propriation act for this fiscal year the
money for the construction of a fence and
pasture for the herd, which has been pre¬
sented to the government by the New York
Zoological Society.
The fence Is complete, and It is exp?eted

that wit>'.iin the next ten days the animals
will again be roving in the western wilds.

Young Woman a Jerome Spy.
NEW YORK, October 5..During a mur¬

der trial now In progress here It developed
that Maria Sinisehaichl, a young woman

who has played a tambourine with a hand
organ In the downtown streets, has been
employed as a detective and interpreter for
the district attorney's office since 11103.
Vouchers were produced In court to show
that the young woman, who is an important
witness for the prosecution In the present
case, on one occasion took a trip to Eu¬
rope at the city's expense to look for wit¬
nesses and procure Information.

Revolt Against High Meat Prices.
NEW YORK, October 5..A novel effect

of the rise In price of foodstuffs, particu¬
larly meat. Is reported from Augusta, Me.
Nearly 1,200 of the people of Kennebetl
county are reported In open revolt against'
the high prices demanded for meat and
have pledged themselves to abstain from
all meat for ten days. It is hoped by this
method to force the prices down The data
on which the strike will become effective
has not yet been announced, but the fasting
will begin In Augusta, Gardener. Hallowell,
Wlnthrop and several of the smaller towns
in the county at the same time.


